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CITY OF MILPITAS 
CITY COUNCIL UTILITY RATE SUBCOMMITTEE 

Tuesday, March 6, 2007 
UNAPPROVED MEETING NOTES 

City Hall, 1 st Floor Committee Room 

II. Mayor Esteves called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm. 

III. Attendees: Mayor Jose Esteves, 
Staff: Tom Williams, Emma Karlen, Greg Armendariz, Kathleen 

Phalen, Marilyn Nickel 
Applicants: Ruth Haynes, Phil Dahm 
Public: Frank de Schmidt 

IV. Announcements – There were no announcements. 

V. Agenda was approved. 

VI. Approval of Minutes from January 23, 2007 was continued. 

VII. Citizens Forum – No one spoke. 

VIII. Water Service Outside Urban Growth Boundary 
a. 2404 Uridias Ranch Road application for City water service was first heard at the January 

23 meeting.  The subcommittee returned the item to staff for further research.  In 
response to the subcommittee’s questions, Engineer Marilyn Nickel gave a powerpoint 
presentation with the following key points: 

1. Applicant’s residence is outside of city limits and urban growth boundary. 
2. Connection to City services is prohibited unless Council finds an urgent health or 

safety concern exists. 
3. Applicant has submitted information documenting the health and safety 

conditions and responding to Ordinance No. 38.742 requirements: 
• There is an urgent health and safety concern.  Water contaminants exceed 

MCL drinking water standards and supply is an insufficient 12 gallons per 
hour. 

• Applicant’s engineer has documented cost to treat the well water ($8000 plus 
bimonthly recurring filter replacement costs). 

• County Building Dept issued building permit prior to November 3, 1998. 
• Applicant agrees to pay proportionate share of costs (in this case, all costs). 

4. LAFCO approval is necessary to complete the action.  Council approval is 
required to submit the application to LAFCO. 

b. Responses to questions raised by the subcommittee members at the January 23 and this 
meeting are as follows: 
Q. Does City’s approval set precedent for other potential customers outside limits? 
A. No.  The ordinance says that City may approve applications only if criteria are met. 

It does not require the City to approve. 

Q How many other wells are in the hillside area? 
A. There are 17 wells according to the Santa Clara Valley Water District.  Many serve 

homes that are too distant to feasibly connect to City water.
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Q. How many houses on well water are close enough to seek City water as an alternate 
source? 

A. About five. 

Q. Do we know if these five wells are adequate? 
A. No, we do not have information about these well other than their locations.  A map 

of the well locations is included in the presentation handout. 

Q. When was the house at 2404 Uridias Ranch Road constructed? 
A Applicant Ruth Haynes stated that she believes it was built in 1989. 

Q. Directed to Applicant: Why are you applying to the City now? 
A. Applicant explained that they have been having problems with their well supply for 

several years but did not know the cause.  They thought it was a bad pump, but after 
three replacements had the well evaluated.  Engineer found low production quantity 
and high solids water quality was burning out the pumps. 

Q. Directed to Applicant:  When did you replace the pumps?  What did you do before? 
A. Applicant stated they replaced pumps in 2003, 2004, and 2005 and before got by 

with poor supply. 

Q. Directed to staff: Is it possible the groundwater supply has changed?  Why would 
this be so? 

A. It is possible.  Installation of additional wells in area may have drawn down the local 
water table.  Staff will research this question for Council meeting. 

b.  Staff recommendation: 
1.  Conceptual approval that substantial evidence has been provided. 

c.  Next Steps 
1.  Place on March 20 Council meeting agenda 
2.  If Council approves, place on May 30 LAFCO meeting. 

c.  Further Discussion: 
Applicant will bear all costs to complete the hook up (lateral, pump, and City 
encroachment permit).  The cost to install the lateral service is ~$22,000.  Applicant 
will pay the LAFCO fee.  LAFCO will issue notification to neighboring residents. 

d.  Subcommittee recommendation: 
1.  Forward item to Council. 
2.  Research and respond to two points in Council presentation: 

A.  How many new wells were installed after the well serving 2404 Uridias 
Ranch Road? 

B. Determine when the 2404 Uridias Ranch Road well was installed. 

XI. Other Business – There was none. 

XII. Adjournment –The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 pm.


